
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CLAYTON 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. DePottey called the Planning Commission to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Ryan Bower, Kevin DePottey, Ed McCartney, Dennis Milem, Rob Widigan 
Members Absent:  Susan Hyde, Andy Suski 
Others Present:  Ken Tucker, Attorney; Deanna Turner, Stenographer 
 
APPROVED PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Bower to approve the proposed agenda of the November 21, 2017 
Planning Commission meeting, with one correction:  The minutes should read September 26 instead of 
September 20. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Milem to approve the minutes of the September 26, 2017 Planning 
Commission meeting, as submitted. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
Mr. Tucker said there is a state senate bill pending that was introduced in February.  There is nothing 
really happening with it.  It is still stuck in committee.  There are two bills:  108 and109.  Mr. Tucker said 
Senate Bill 108 creates an advisory committee for developing zoning requirements for urban and 
suburban animals and what you can and cannot do.  He said Senate Bill 109 bars local units of 
government from interrupting Senate Bill 108.  Both bills have to pass; they are tie-barred.  If the bills 
pass, local units of government will no longer have the authority to regulate animals, not just chickens.  
He said the state is coming out with their our version of GAMPS for different zoning areas.  Mr. Tucker 
said his gut feeling is that the bills will never pass. 
 
Mr. Widigan said they just had testimony in the Agricultural committee regarding House Bill 4266 which 
is similar to the senate bill. 
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEEES 
 
None. 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS/DISCUSSIONS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/DISCUSSIONS 
 
SOLAR WIND FARMS 
 
Mr. DePottey said a company came in and wanted the township to discuss the likelihood of a solar wind 
farm coming into Clayton Township.  They are looking at 30 acres on the corner of Corunna and Elms 
roads near where the compost pile is.  He said the ordinance does not exclude solar wind farms.  Mr. 
DePottey said they have copies of similar ordinances in Shiawassee and Clinton Townships.  They need 
to research height restrictions and noise. 
 
Mr. Milem said it is a very young company, created in April of 2017.  They have over 100 client 
relationships.  He said they do have an abatement clause in their presentation.  Mr. Milem suggested 
the company makes a presentation before the Planning Commission. 
 
Mr. DePottey said he would initially be against it because Clayton Township is a farming community and 
a solar wind farm will take a lot of land away from farming. 
 
Mr. McCartney said off US23 towards Ann Arbor there is a large solar wind farm right off the 
expressway. 
 
Mr. Milem said he would talk to Mr. Henry about contacting the company to make a presentation. 
 
UPDATE ON STATE MARIJUANA LAWS 
 
Mr. Milem said the township has received calls about people wanting permits and he has told them then 
township is not allowing it commercial operations. 
 
Mr. Tucker said if the local unit of government does nothing and takes no action, then someone cannot 
legally own a commercial marijuana operation.  Last year, the state passed a medical marijuana 
commercial statute.  There are five different licenses people can purchase.  Clayton Township voided 
their ordinance and did nothing.  Mr. Tucker added that the statute has no effect on the caregiver law; 
this is only for commercial operations. 
 
Mr. McCartney said there is a company in Detroit that is buying up land in different areas to set up grow 
buildings because they believe it will be legalized soon.   
 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 
Mr. Widigan asked what is the status of the bar restaurant in the Swartz Creek plaza.  Mr. Tucker said he 
went by there and there was nothing.   



 
Mr. Widigan inquired about the gas station/party store on M13.  Mr. Tucker said that case will be settled 
in two weeks.  Their only fight was in regards to the land split.  Mr. Milem said the only plans he has ever 
seen are for a gas station.  Mr. Tucker said gas stations are all state regulated.  The owners may have to 
come before township for a variance for the setback. 
 
Mr. McCartney asked about the motel on M21.  Mr. Milem said it fell off the radar.  Mr. Tucker said the 
owner passed away and it is caught up in an estate. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Milem, supported by McCartney to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting at 7:46 p.m. 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVED: 
 
 
 
 
              
Kevin DePottey, Chairperson    Dennis Milem, Secretary 


