
CLAYTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 17, 2016 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. DePottey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Bower, DePottey, Hyde, McCartney, Milem, Suski, Widigan 
Absent:  None. 
Others present:  Ted Henry, Zoning and Building Administrator; Ken Tucker, Attorney; Deanna Turner, 
Stenographer 
 
APPROVE PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Mr. Milem suggested they add nomination of chair and co-chair to the agenda. 
 
Motion by McCartney, supported by Suski to approve the proposed agenda of the January 17, 2016 
regular meeting, with additions. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES DECEMBER 20, 2016 MEETING 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Milem, to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2016 meeting, as 
submitted. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
Mr. DePottey stated that the new Planning Commission terms were approved by the Township Board. 
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
 
Mr. Henry stated a demolition permit was pulled that day for a barn down the street.  The barn is not 
complete and has a deteriorated area, along with a couple of accessory structures. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
Mr. Milem said he would like to make a board comment.  He welcomed Andy Suski to the board.  He 
has known him for many years as a business man and feels he will bring expertise and input to the 
board.  Mr. Milem also stated that he and Supervisor Gehringer looked at the board terms and due to 
the charter have to be staggered as stated in the handout. 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON REPEAT OF MARIJUANA ORDINANCE 
 
Mr. DePottey opened the public hearing at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Mr. Tucker stated three new statutes were enacted at the state level.  They regulate medical marijuana 
transporters, growers, provisional centers, testing centers (which are far and few between, isolated).  
The statutes outlaw medical marijuana businesses unless local units of government enact a new 
ordinance.  Mr. Tucker said that the township's ordinances do not comply with the new statutes.  He 
recommends they repeal the current ordinances and start from scratch. 
 
Provisioning centers will be taxed 3% on all sales.  The upside to the local units of government is the 
state will take 25% of that collective tax and divide it among the local units of government who have 
operating businesses.  Mr. Tucker said he doesn't know what it will generate or what the township will 
see in revenue. 
 
Mr. Tucker said on page 17 of 18, there is a hidden paragraph in the middle of taxes:  If a recreational 
use statute is passed by the state, then all taxation disappears, so the township would lose that revenue.  
He added the township can regulate up to $5,000 per year for a license to operate a facility.  They can 
place restrictions on location of businesses.  There is a debate on hours of operation.  Most people 
believe you can restrict that.  Grow centers are only allowed in industrial areas based on state statute.  
If the township does nothing, the facilities are prevented from coming in legally.  Mr. Tucker said they 
exist in the township now. 
 
Mr. Tucker said there was a Mt. Pleasant case regarding marijuana clubs.  There are a number of plants 
that cannot be exceeded and if someone had extra and couldn't use it, they would give to another 
patient caregiver.  The State Supreme Court said that is not covered by the statute.  The new statute 
has to track the sales, growth plants.  He added he doesn't know what the statute will do for crime or 
policing.  Mr. Tucker said the state is treating the sale of marijuana like liquor sales, handing out so 
many licenses per community. 
 
Mr. Milem asked if they need to repeal #439.  Mr. Tucker said he broke it into three ordinances, #439 
encompasses all three sections. 
 
Mr. DePottey closed the public hearing at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Milem, to repeal Ordinance 2017-472 amending section 152.007, 
general provisions, definitions, of Chapter 152 of Title XV of the of the code of ordinances for the 
Charter Township of Clayton (Resolution number 17-0117-01). 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Bower to repeal Ordinance 2017-473 amending section 152.041, 
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries, Medical Marijuana Clubs, Compassion Clubs, and Medical Marijuana 
Growing Facilities, of Chapter 152 of Title XV of the code of ordinances for the Charter Township of 
Clayton (Resolution number 17-0117-02). 
 



MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Suski to repeal Ordinance 2017-474 amending section 152.113(D), 
General Commercial District, principal uses permitted subject to special conditions, of Chapter 152 of 
Title XV of the code of ordinances for the Charter Township of Clayton (Resolution number 17-0117-03). 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
DISCUSSION OF MASTER PLAN 
 
Mr. Milem said the board has paperwork done up to this point by Dr. Shaw on the master plan.  Dr. 
Shaw's wife said there are several boxes at their house that contain the work and research of Dr. Shaw.  
Mr. Milem said the master plan is good for 10 years.  He said they can look through the 2010 Master 
Plan and use it the way it sits or compare to Dr. Shaw's work and take the new.  He said according to 
the Metropolitan Planning Commission of Genesee County, zero growth is expected for Clayton 
Township. 
 
Motion by Milem, supported by Widigan to table the master plan until the next meeting, February 21, 
2017. 
 
NOMINATION OF CHAIR AND CO-CHAIR FOR 2017 
 
Motion by McCartney, supported by Suski to nominate Kevin DePottey as chairperson.  Mr. DePottey 
accepts nomination. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion by Milem, supported by Hyde to nominate Rob Widigan for co-chairperson.  Mr. Widigan 
accepts. 
 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Widigan, supported by Milem to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m. 


